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'Hlchinger F'acesSuit
~"~Fram 14 Ex-Workets
?15.neging Racial·Bias' ..~'

.~~ . " .;,: . . ",
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-) ''"A :WAbl", STRE,ET {~{uiiF!~~i}New~'R~unduP',{:,;
,.. ,., ·:Irout-teen' form~J'. :e,mIHoy'~es.. otJl.e; ".,
.,clilrlget Co. filed"a>tadal·15ra~ 'sliitag8Jhst. ,
"Jhe,regional.l}ome;.i.mprovement retaner,
seeking \)lns~eC-1fie~ comp~ns:at()ry dam~

: ilg.es ,an~Qtihltive, damages' of '$15lJ m~l~:,

?l,f?-.~T'~e:~p\~:i~~fffS".~ll.:: (),t 'w~ofu:,' ak~. bl~C~~"
:: s'eek,elass~a:etlOn cettlflcatlOnJor the sUlk·
\·fljectdct.· '~6: in" U.S. .District Court in
'lla1timore; 'Tn~ .charges ·c~me, ~s .He­
,:'c-hfrrger. battles-,"a;ti,other di.s~ritti.ination
, sutt'~{ ctass~acti6n;suit fned~ in March in

;" '.;. "/.. ". '." .,.. ,_ .., "' ..:-, '. .the ,Baltimore court allegmg'age bIas, and
! §eekingdatmlges of $ioo million; ,," "

AtissUEdn'bbth suits are terminations
that occurred 'since about 1991 during a
xestweturihg;.to cut costs, aC9Qrd~jlg to the!

"c"dril,platnts.Theplaintiffssaid~, .in the
'Stiit~;- that,Hechinger's work- force grew,
:. durjng thereslructur1ng, . " , , ' "

•·,'iT.heywerEN'ecruiting, new employees
at the same time" as the tenhina~ions,
George Hermina, an attorney for the'plain~

tiffs, inboth;su,itsjsaid., , . , .
,Named-,in the suits are t~e,compa:ny;

"its'president and·, chief· executive, John
·ltechinger Jr.; ~nda senior vice presi­
kdent,. Qary:Mercer~ Through an.attorney,
t":¥r:;;aeClifnger denied the allegations: M~.
'MercereOUldn't be reached for comment.
, "This:company, is a lO[lg:-establish~d
.quality' business in the region, and ItS

accomplishments speak for themselves,"
attorney .:Jay Berke s~id.

';",: Hechfng-er, basedin Landover, Md;, is: .
~'.aboU:f .,45,% ,controlled' 'oy the prominent
·:';ff~chi.hger",f~~ilY. The company operates
:.aboutlB31feehinger hardware and Home,
/,i~U,~t<~ers:s;t~r;es in 24 eastern and midwest- "
}ern-states.. :' . '
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